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By Murli Menon

| turned vegan on 2nd October 1996
after struggling a close to deadly
head-on collision with a truck pushed
by a drunk driver. After 14 years of
being on a strict plant-based weight-
reduction plan, | determine to
analysis plant based mostly avenue
meals for my forthcoming e book
ZeNLP vegan recipes Compassionate
Cookbook. | made a decision to
journey to the Kumbh Mela
(pilgrimage) in 2010, which occurs
each 12 years. | knew that as
thousands and thousands of pilgrims
gathered on the Kumbh Mela in
Haridwar in 2010, avenue meals
distributors would comply with and |
might document and analysis many
vegan recipes and {photograph}
vegan avenue meals at Haridwar,
saving me money and time. |
deliberate to raft down the Ganges
from Kaudiyala to Rishikesh whereas
additionally going to the Kumbh Mela

in Haridwar.

The journey from Ahmedabad to
Haridwar was uneventful aside from
the gorgeous sundown clicked over
the hills of Mount Abu. The practice
was crowded with  devotees
continuing to Haridwar for the Kumbh

Mela to achieve earlier than 14th
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January, which was probably the
most auspicious day to take a dip
within the Holy Ganges since 1998.
By a significant coincidence, at
Haridwar station | met three younger
women, every from  England,
Netherlands and USA, who had been
searching for instructions to go to
Rishikesh! Quickly, all 4 of us had
been in a taxi to Rishikesh. The
journey took us by way of the outer
fringes of the Rajaji Nationwide Park,
the place we might sight some
stump-tailed macaques! After
checking in on the Garhwal Mandal
visitor home at Rishikesh, we
proceeded to Kaudiyala to finish the
joys of river rafting whereas returning
to Rishikesh. Physique browsing
whereas hanging on to the raft within
the ice-cold waters of the river in mid-
January was a  bone-chilling
expertise. Kathy, Kristen and Naomi,
who had been instructing English in
China, had been travelling to
Rishikesh for a break. After returning
to Rishikesh, | headed to Haridwar for
the Kumbh Mela. “Lakhs” (thousands
and thousands) of pilgrims from
throughout India had gathered for a
as soon as in a lifetime expertise.
Taking a dip within the freezing
waters of the Holy Ganges at 4 AM in
mid-January jogged my memory of
my dip at Lake Mansarovar in Tibet!
Nonetheless, it was a boon to my
immune system as all my cells
bought rejuvenated after swimming
within the placid waters of this
mighty river. It absolutely is among
the strongest experiences to find the
ability of mom nature. Exploring the
impromptu meals stalls on the
Kumbh as a meals detective, looking

for 100 per cent vegan delicacies
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(meals which doesn't comprise any
product of animal origin and even
traces of any animal product) was
one other intention of my travels for
my forthcoming e book “ZeNLP-The

Energy of Veganism.”

The food-stalls on the Kumbh had
idlis (tender & fluffy steamed cake
manufactured from fermented rice &
lentil batter) and dosas (rice and
lentil crepe) jostling for house with
samosas (triangular formed
dumplings), dhoklas  (nutritious
Indian meal with a base of rice and
fermented chickpea paste), and
theplas (latbread made with entire
wheat flour, gram flour, millet flour
and spice powders). The results of
the extreme winter had been
compounded by the chilly winds and
slight drizzle that appeared to
pervade Rishikesh and Haridwar in
January. Warming up close to group
bonfires and sipping sizzling ginger
juice (as a strict vegan, | don't drink
tea, espresso or devour sugar due to
probabilities of adulteration of those
commodities by merchandise of
animal origin). Additionally, | don't
devour any manufacturing unit
manufactured food-stuffs, bought
throughout grocery store cabinets. As
a strict vegan, | keep away from all
foodstuffs containing caffeine,
chlorine, fluorine, nicotine and iodine.
| desire to eat contemporary fruits,
greens, seeds, nuts and grains! | by
no means devour solids after
sundown however as a substitute
stick with water fasting!
Neighborhood bonfires are an
excellent socialising venue to seek
out out in regards to the newest
occasions and to know the

instructions to achieve the hawkers
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who promote probably the most
scrumptious avenue meals on the

town.

The journey from Rishikesh to
Haridwar was like shifting in a
caravan. Hundreds of pilgrims
strolling barefoot to achieve Haridwar
on January 14. Alongside the best
way, | met peasants from Bhagalpur,
Rabaris (Nomadic Pastoral group)
from Gujarat, Bauls (People singers)
from West Bengal, villagers from
Andhra Pradesh, sadhus (Hindu
monk or ascetic who abandons all his
earlier life and takes the trail of
penance and austerity to achieve
enlightenment) from Uttar Pradesh,
and gypsies promoting every part
from sandalwood-paste to vermillion.
It was a “mela” (giant crowd) within
the correct sense of the phrase!
Many of the pilgrims braved the
results of the chilly by sleeping open
air. Many ingenuous devotees slept
on the shores of the river to keep

away from the early morning rush!

After reaching Haridwar, | wakened at
midnight to organize for the trek to
the ghats (staircase) for a dip earlier
than the gang begins to pour in. It
was extraordinarily chilly and visibility
was restricted to the primary three
steps one takes. Nonetheless, |
trudged alongside the slim path to
achieve the holy river earlier than
daybreak and take a rejuvenating tub
within the rapids as the primary rays
of the solar strike the earth. Probably
the most thrilling a part of the
expertise was the sensation of
numbness within the fingers which
made  buttoning one’s  kurta
(conventional garment, much like

tunica) an achievement! On the ghats,
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pink-coloured ghagras (conventional
outfits worn by ladies) of the Rabari
ladies vied for consideration with
saffron Rajasthani turbans, which
had been a placing distinction to the
sadhus smeared in gray ash. It was a
free for all with everybody for
himself. Hawkers promoting towels
had a subject day. | deliberate to
journey from Haridwar to Allahabad
to finish the subsequent section of
my analysis on vegan Indian avenue

meals.

Being a meals detective, it was
fascinating to know the components
that went into Indian avenue meals. |
spoke to hawkers, cooks, waiters
individually on totally different days
simply to reconfirm the components
that went into avenue meals. Many of
the hawkers had been trustworthy
and weren't conscious of my
intention in asking the questions, in
order that they replied in truth. Being
a skilled ZeNLP grasp, | might
analyse their physique language, eye
motion and respiratory patterns to
reject the few outrageous liars. The
proof of the banana is in its
consuming and as I'm allergic to even
micrograms and even picograms or
nanograms of animal merchandise in
any meals, | might make out the

culprits from the aroma of the meals.

One of many best benefits of being a
pure vegan is to be gifted with a
particularly delicate olfactory sense. |
can scent a minute fuel leak in any
condominium of my multi-story
constructing with superb accuracy.
Additionally, there’s an activation of
the latent DNA in each cell of the
physique which makes digestion

environment  friendly and  will



increase the blood movement to the
palate and activating the style buds,
to make consuming a divine
expertise. Each morsel of meals
tastes heavenly, be it entire wheat
puris (fried in oil) with alu-sabji
(cooked in oil) | had in Benaras,
sizzling steaming idlis and coconut
chutney | had at Srisailam, steamed
vegetable momos, | had at Rishikesh
or the mint coriander chatni
(seasoning) | had at Jasidih. My
taste-buds have taken a lifetime of
their very own since | turned a strict

vegan in 1995.

The big range of avenue meals being
bought on the Kumbh Mela was
mind-boggling. Nonetheless, as |
used to be on the lookout for 100 per
cent pure vegan meals, | might ignore
the overwhelming majority of meals
which contained animal
merchandise. However there have
been some small pockets which
made lip-smacking vegan meals,
cooked the normal  means.
Vegetables and fruit had been
aplenty. Be it the various stalls
promoting contemporary sweet-lime
juice, nimbu-pani  (lime juice)
distributors or retailers promoting
almonds, walnuts and raisins. | had
the vegan avenue meals solely as
part of my analysis on vegan meals.
Throughout most of my travels, |
opted for contemporary fruits,
walnuts, and raisins. This weight-
reduction plan is named a uncooked
vegan weight-reduction plan in
ZeNLP. Staying in a tent on the banks
of the Holy Ganges was an incredible
expertise. Waking up at midnight to
the soothing, gurgling sounds of
flowing water, watching the starlit

skies bathed in moonlight in biting



chilly might be etched on my psyche
eternally! Meditating on the tiny
pebbles that carpeted the banks of
the river made one connect with the

primordial components!

Taking a dip within the Holy Ganges
on the day of the eclipse was a
soothing expertise. | might really feel
the cosmic power pervading the air
as | walked alongside the river banks
to look at the crimson sundown. One
might additionally see the play of the
weather as hearth, water and earth
performed  their elements to
perfection. The fog, mist and frost
within the morning representing the
earth ingredient, the flowing waters at
midday, within the solar's absence,
representing the water ingredient and
the crimson sundown was a
becoming finale for the hearth
ingredient. The calmness, serenity,
peace and tranquility skilled whereas
meditating on a mattress of stones
whereas watching the river rapids
join one to the macrocosm is
unparalleled. It jogged my memory of
my trek to Kailash Mansarovar
alongside the banks of the Kali River,
the place | had meditated on large
slabs of stone which had been
strewn alongside the river banks.
Impromptu showers had been my
fixed companion throughout my trek
by way of Rishikesh to Haridwar.
After spending every week exploring
the vegan meals right here. | returned
to Ahmedabad. The images of the
scrumptious recipes of avenue meals
clarify my gastronomic expertise on
the Maha Kumbh Mela. (Murli Menon,
is a journey author, stress
administration marketing consultant
and author-based at Ahmedabad,
India. He's the writer of “ZeNLP-
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Studying by way of tales” printed by
The Written Phrase Publications,
“ZeNLP-the energy to succeed”
printed by Sage publications and
“ZeNLP-the energy to loosen up” by
New Daybreak Press. He will be

reached at [email protected])
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